
January 5, 2023

Dear Parmalee Families,

Happy New Year and welcome to the second semester of the 2022-2023 school year. I hope that you
were able to enjoy a restful and memorable winter break with your family and friends. Second semester is
a very busy time of year in a school. This is the time of year that our staff begins the planning process for
the next school year while continuing to engage students in learning every day in the classroom.
Planning for next year will also include sharing information about our plans for accommodating the
change in start/end times next school year including any decisions being made regarding after school
childcare and programming options as soon as possible. It is also Open Enrollment right now, please
make sure you log in to EnrollJeffco to complete your enrollment. If you know any future Kindergarten
students, we would like to ask for your help in making sure they are aware of the enrollment process as
well.

On December 18, 2022 we sent a letter to our community to share the concerning news that a fourth
grader at our school, Quinn Harris was diagnosed with cancer. Over the break, Quinn began her cancer
treatment. In recent conversations with members of our staff, Quinn shared that she wanted her peers to
know that she had surgery to have a port placed in her chest where the medicine goes to help her fight
the cancer cells, that she would soon be losing her hair, because the medicine is designed to attack fast
growing cells that also includes hair cells, and that her cancer is not contagious.

Today, teachers engaged their students in age appropriate conversations about Quinn’s diagnosis, facts
about her treatment and opportunities to ask questions.

Quinn also has a younger brother, Carter, who is in Ms. Offerman’s second grade class. Carter has
shared that while he is very concerned about his sister, he would like to have school be a place where he
can be with his friends and enjoy his school day.

After the classroom conversations, some classes decided to make cards for Quinn or engage in other
creative activities to show her their support. There are also many ways that our Parmalee family can
support the Harris family during this difficult time including contributing to:

Go Fund Me: Harris Family GoFundMe
Meal Train: Harris Family Meal Train

If you would like to stay informed about how Quinn is doing, the family is sharing updates through
Children’s Hospital Caring Bridge. You can sign up to receive updates here:Quinn Harris

If you need any further information regarding how to talk to your child, please click on the following links.
● Tips for talking to kids about Cancer
● ALSF: School Guide: Supporting Families and Classmates Affected by Childhood Cancer

We will continue to share ways you can support the Harris family as their needs change during Quinn’s
health journey.  We are confident the Harris family will continue to be surrounded by love and support
over the following days, weeks, and months as they focus on helping Quinn get better.

Thank you again for keeping Quinn and her family in your thoughts as she bravely undergoes cancer
treatment.

https://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/schools/enrollment/enrolljeffco?utm_source=website&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=enroll-jeffco
https://www.gofundme.com/f/87s34g-the-harris-family?utm_campaign=p_cf+share-flow-1&utm_medium=copy_link&utm_source=customer
https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/v534zy
https://www.caringbridge.org/visit/quinnharris
https://www.alexslemonade.org/blog/2018/09/7-tips-talking-kids-about-cancer
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NdoQM0L3zW72PZsunlcTaSu2nd8MLPFt/view?usp=sharing


With gratitude,

Ingrid


